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Are you a person who looks around and thinks that the world is beautiful? 

Do colors of plants and flowers capture your attention? 

“Why is the world so beautiful?” is a question that interests Dr. Robin Wall 
Kimmerer. She is a scientist, educator, author, gardener, and member of the  
Citizen Potawatomi Nation. Dr. Kimmerer’s specialty is botany—the study of plants. 
Her interest in plants started when she was a teenager. She started by wondering 
why certain flowers looked so beautiful together.

Robin Wall Kimmerer
Environmental and Forest Biology

Dr. Kimmerer is a “bryologist”—a moss expert. Her book, Gathering Moss, was awarded a medal 
for nature writing. Have you seen photos of beautiful, colorful coral reefs in the ocean? Dr. 
Kimmerer calls mosses the “coral reefs of the forest.” Coral reefs collect carbon in the oceans 
and provide homes for animals. On land, moss builds soil, purifies water, and makes homes 
for animals in forests. 

There are many different types of mosses. 
Like other plants, the cells of mosses have 
cell walls that give structure to the cell. 
Inside cell walls are organelles such as a 
nucleus, mitochondria, and chloroplasts. A 
plant’s chloroplasts use sunlight, water, and 
carbon dioxide to make the plant’s food. Even 
though mosses can grow in small spaces, 
their cells use the same processes that other 
plant cells use for the energy to grow and 
reproduce. Dr. Kimmerer has said that she 
respects how mosses can “live in these tiny 
little layers on rocks, on logs, and on trees.” 
She studies their structure and function as part of a larger system. For example, Dr. Kimmerer 
studies how mosses behave around other plants. She also looks at how animals benefit from 
mosses growing in the environment.

Dr. Kimmerer helped establish the Center for Native Peoples and the Environment. As the 
Center’s director, she strives to “braid together two strands of knowledge, scientific ways of 
knowing the earth and the wisdom of indigenous knowledge….” This means that Dr. Kimmerer 
uses both knowledge from her Native American cultural traditions and her scientific research 
to better understand the living world. She also works to help Native American students access 
educational opportunities in environmental science.
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Dr. Kimmerer earned her Bachelor of Science degree from the State University of New York. 
She now teaches botany and ecology at the school. She earned her Master’s and Doctorate in 
botany from the University of Wisconsin. She lives in New York, where she tends gardens of 
wild and cultivated plants on the farm where she lives. Dr. Kimmerer believes every species 
has “its own gift” and “its own song.” By sharing these gifts and songs, Dr. Kimmerer hopes to 
“help people fall in love with the world again.”

Works Cited

“About Us.” Center for Humans & Nature, n.d., https://www.humansandnature.org/about-us. Accessed 2 Feb. 2018.
Center for Native Peoples and the Environment, n.d., http://www.esf.edu/nativepeoples/. Accessed 2 Feb. 2018.
Kimmerer, Robin Wall. “The Gifts You Bring to the World.” Commencement Speech, Northland College, 17 Aug. 2015, 

https://www.northland.edu/news/the-gifts-you-bring-the-world-commencement-speech/. Accessed 2 Feb. 2018.
Kimmerer, Robin Wall. “The Intelligence in All Kinds of Life.” from On Being by Krista Tippett, 24 Feb. 2016, https://

onbeing.org/programs/robin-wall-kimmerer-the-intelligence-in-all-kinds-of-life/. Accessed 2 Feb. 2018.
“Robin W. Kimmerer.” Faculty and Staff Environmental and Forest Biology, College of Environmental Science and 

Forestry: SUNY, n.d., http://www.esf.edu/faculty/kimmerer/. Accessed 2 Feb. 2018.
“The Value of Literary and Historical Study of Biology to Biologists.” The British Society for Literature and Science, 

21 Oct. 2012, https://www.bsls.ac.uk/2012/10/the-value-of-the-literary-and-historical-study-of-biology-to-
biologists-scoping-study-published/. Accessed 2 Feb. 2018.


	1552062961-IQWST_Bios_CareerNarratives_CA_TE 31.pdf
	1552062961-IQWST_Bios_CareerNarratives_CA_TE 32.pdf

